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Dear Coaches, Administrators, and Supporters! 
 
In conjunction with this year’s Youth Conference on the Game, USA Rugby warmly welcomes 
you to the 2007 CIPP Registration season! We greatly appreciate the ongoing support and 
sacrifices you make each year for not only your club, but for your region, and for the 
participation of rugby in the United Sates. The information and documents provided are 
intended to help you and your club regarding general topics in registration, eligibility issues, 
matters concerning coach’s privacy, as well as forms and information for insurance 
certification. These forms are also available online at both the USA Rugby main website 
(www.usarugby.org) and the member registration website (https://register.usarugby.org). 
 
As always, please feel free to contact us at anytime with any question. We try to update the 
registration website as frequently as possible with current and valid information and dedicate 
our services to helping the rugby membership play and prosper throughout the year. We are 
always available by fax, phone, email, and mail during regular business hours and make it 
our goal to return calls and answer questions in a timely manner with helpful and friendly 
staff. The contact information below will be your best resource for anything involving your 
club and USA Rugby as a whole, so please do not hesitate to contact us! 
 
We appreciate your continued patience and support as we try to accommodate our growing 
membership. We are constantly striving to make your jobs easier as volunteers, coaches, and 
parents. Moving forward with new technologies and philosophies, we are hoping to produce 
results and experience growth and participation at every level of the game. 
 
Thanks again for everything you do! Please let us know how we can make it easier! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

             
Kristin Richeimer    Lindsay Tiernan 

 
 
Membership Relations, 1033 Walnut Street, Suite 200, Boulder, CO, 80302 

P: 303-539-0300 F: 303-539-0311 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership Relations Department Staff 
 
Lindsay Tiernan   x. 106  ltiernan@usarugby.org 
Kaitlin Ryan (PT Staff)  x. 105  kryan@usarugby.org 
Justine Poteraj (PT Staff)  x. 125  jpoteraj@usarugby.org 
Kristin Richeimer   x. 103  kricheimer@usarugby.org 

 



 

Prepared by USA Rugby Membership Relations for Youth Conference on the Game 
December 8-10, 2006 

Visit https://register.usarugby.org for additional information! 

 

 
 

Membership Department Information for Youth and High School Members 
 

1. Important Membership Registration Information for 2007 

2. Excerpted Eligibility Regulations (General and Boys’ HS Club 

Championship) 

3. HS Player Eligibility Questionnaire (Sample) 

4. Dual Role Registration Form (for Coaches/Referees/Players) 

5. Coach Information Privacy Statement/FAQ 

6. USA Rugby Liability Insurance FAQ 

7. USA Rugby Certificate of Insurance Request Form 
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Important Registration Information for 2007 
 

The USA Rugby Membership Department has been and will be extremely busy this season as we 
strive to replace the existing online registration system with a system in late 2007 that will provide 
user-friendly tools for registration and management of club information, as well as provide for 
the first time ever the additional tools for coaches and administrators to manage competitions, 
including tools for team selection, results management and statistical tracking!  A new system is 
intended for release launched in fall/winter of 2007.   We appreciate your patience as we direct 
efforts into developing a new system while maintaining the highest level of service possible 
within the existing system.  
 
While this page does not contain specific details regarding online registration (which will be 
updated at www.usarugby.org and https://register.usarugby.org), the following are some 
important tips and general information that will help you as you prepare for the 2007 rugby year.

 
1. Registration processing for 2007 will begin on December 1, 2006!  Any important notices 

regarding registration or system issues will be on the main registration page, so please check 
this carefully before proceeding with registration.  

 
2. There have been some slight changes to the dues structure, resulting in a reduction of dues 

for youth members, referees and military members.  The Youth reduction applies to 
members of any teams below the High School level. The following dues structure applies for 
2007:  

 
Club Dues (all levels)   $150 
Adult Individual   $35 
Collegiate Individual   $30 
High School Individual  $20 
Youth Individual   $10 
** West and Pacific Coast will charge an additional fee at registration  
for each individual member registering in these two territories.  

 
3. Team Roster Reports are updated every night at midnight.  Therefore, there will be a one 

day delay before registered members appear on the public facing roster.   Newly registered 
and paid members will be visible to club administrators immediately through the club’s 
login and account.  

 
4. Happily, another change to 2007 dues is the elimination of the $25 Referee & Laws 

secondary fee, and the $5 secondary military fee. Referees and military members must still 
process their primary registration with payment, but will not be responsible for paying 
additional dues as they have in previous years.   

 
 **Military members wishing to avoid the $5 supplementary fee should not register until after January 1, 2007 
 as we revise the online system to accommodate this change.  Referees can register as normal beginning 12/1/2006.
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5. The INVOICE option from the Shopping Cart allows a club administrator to process all 
information for team and players, then submit a check to the National Office for 
completion of the registration process. PLEASE NOTE: Players will not appear on the 
roster and registration is NOT complete until payment is received, the invoice is 
released, and players appear on the website generated roster.  No exceptions. 

 
6. As in 2006, we will continue to accept paper registrations and any paper forms mailed in 

will require a $1.50 per form processing fee.  During the busiest season, paper forms 
may take up to 3 weeks to be processed.  Online registration requires no additional fee, and 
occurs immediately upon full payment! 

 
7. Club administrators must still collect and maintain signed waivers for all players 

throughout the season.  See information under the link for “Waiver Form”.  
 
8. A player is not officially registered until payment is received and his/her name appears 

on the printed roster.  Receipt of forms in the National Office or creation of an invoice 
does NOT equal a completed registration!  

 
9. All Youth, High School and Collegiate coaches are required to complete a background 

screen, by submitting information on line, and registering as a coach. You must also 
make sure your coach record is linked to the team you coach.  

 
10. If you experience difficulty, please contact the USA Rugby National Office using the 

following contact information:  
 

Lindsay Tiernan Kaitlin Ryan Justine Poteraj  
Membership Coordinator PT Membership Asst. PT Membership Asst. 
303-539-0300, ext. 106 303-539-0300, ext.105 303-539-0300, ext. 125  
ltiernan@usarugby.org  kryan@usarugby.org  jpoteraj@usarugby.org  

 
11. We will do our best to resolve questions and issues as promptly and efficiently as 

possible, but we do anticipate an extremely busy season and appreciate your support.   
 
12. Best of luck on the field in 2007!! 

 
 

Sincerely,  
 

 
Kristin Richeimer 
Director of Membership Relations 
303-539-0300, ext. 103 
kricheimer@usarugby.org  
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USA Rugby Eligibility Regulations (EXCERPTS) 

 
Attached please find an excerpted version of the USA Rugby Eligibility Regulations.   
 
To ensure full compliance and understanding of the USA Rugby, LAU and TU Eligibility 
Regulations, you should always check with:  
 

1. LAU officials;  
2. TU officials; and  
3. Review the full USA Rugby Eligibility Regulations throughout your season’s 

competition.   
 
If you have questions, do not hesitate to contact USA Rugby staff by phone or email! 
 

Complete Eligibility Regulations and other information can be viewed online at 
www.usarugby.org. 

 



 

 

 
USA RUGBY  

ELIGIBILITY REGULATIONS 
 

GENERAL REGULATIONS 
AND 

EVENT-SPECIFIC REGULATIONS 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE:  
 

The following Eligibility Regulations have been revised for CLARITY and 
CONSISTENCY for the 2006-2007 Competitive Season.  The actual regulations are 
consistent with previous years.  Any revisions to language or that otherwise occur 
throughout the year will be noted on this cover page with specific location and date: 
 

1. Non-resident allowance for senior All Star 15s competitions is five. (See page 10.) 
 

2. Non-resident allowance for senior All Star 7s competitions is two. (See page 12.) 
 

3. Procedures for submission and verification of paperwork for USA Rugby National 
Championships have changed. (See page 15 and check with your LAU, TU and USA Rugby 
Officials prior to competition).   

 
4. Pg. 6, section 3.4 and pg. 17, section 12.4 --  “Senior Clubs Fielding Multiple Sides” changed 

to “Senior Men’s Clubs Fielding Multiple Sides” (10/25/06).  
 
5. Page 17, section 12.4 -- Paragraph (a) added (10/25/06). 
 
6. Page 17, section 12.5 – RSL contact information corrected for Keith Engelbrecht (10/25/06). 

Lindsay
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Section 5. NATIONAL BOYS HIGH SCHOOL CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

5.1. Introduction 
 
The USA Rugby National High School Club Championship determine the high school club champions 
and is not intended to be an all star or representative competition.  
 
In addition to meeting all of the General Eligibility Regulations, clubs and players participating in 
the applicable USA Rugby Championship Event must meet the following eligibility criteria and once a 
player is no longer able to achieve eligibility for the applicable USA Rugby Championship Event, that 
player is no longer eligible for any match that in any way leads to the applicable USA Rugby 
Championship Event: 
 
5.2. Club Eligibility  
 

a) Clubs may carry a maximum of four (4) GED-enrolled players and a maximum of four (4) 
non-resident exchange students on their roster for any particular match that may in any way 
lead to the applicable USA Rugby Championship Event. 

b) Club may carry an unlimited number of players on its roster.  
 
5.3. Player Eligibility  
 

a) Players are eligible if they have not reached their 19th birthday by the start of the competitive 
season (September 1st).  

b) Players must be enrolled in high school full time or be enrolled full time in an equivalent 
program leading to a GED.  However, if graduation for a particular player occurs during the 
competitive season, the player is still eligible.  

c) Players must be within four (4) years of the moment the player first enrolled in ninth grade, 
regardless of when that player started playing rugby or had the ability to start playing rugby.  

e) Player must have played for the club in at least two (2) Competitive Matches after September 
1st at least a week apart from each other prior to participating in a TU playoff or championship.  
In the event a TU does not hold a playoff or championship, the matches must be played prior to 
the date the team qualifies for a USA Rugby Championship Event. 

f) Players must meet and remain in compliance with all applicable amateur standards.  
 

Lindsay
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Section 10. NATIONAL TEAMS  
 
10.1. Player Eligibility  
 
Players must meet all of the General Eligibility Regulations and the IRB requires that any 
player may only play for the National Team of the United States if the player:  

 
a) Was born in the United States or  
b) Has one parent or grandparent born in the United States, or  
c) Has completed thirty-six consecutive months of residence in the United States preceding 

the time of the event, and  
d) Meets all other IRB standards for National Team Representation.  

 
 
10.2. U23 and U19 Player Eligibility  

 
 Players must meet all of the General Eligibility Regulations and: 

 
a) Players must be under 23 years of age on January 1st 

 
in a given year to be eligible for the 

U23 team in that year.  
b) Players must be under 19 years of age on January 1st 

 
in a given year to be eligible for the 

U19 team in that year.  

Lindsay
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Section 12. GENERAL PROCEDURES 
 

12.1. National Championship Event Rosters  
 
Upon qualifying for a National Championship Event, each Club or Team shall submit to USA 
Rugby within the time frames requested a roster of the players and a list of the support staff that 
will be in attendance at the USA Rugby Championship Event. The roster shall designate 
information specific to player and club eligibility for each event and must be signed and certified 
by a responsible club official and Territorial Representative.  Appropriate roster forms can be 
found at www.usarugby.org in the Championships Registration section. 
 
All Clubs must check with their LAU and TU officials for any other requirements of 
documentation that must be retained and/or presented during matches that lead in any way to a 
LAU, TU or USA Rugby National Championship.  
 
If any member of a club is found to be in violation of the USA Rugby Eligibility General or Event-
Specific Regulations, the club, territory, and club officials will be subject to disciplinary sanctions 
that may include fines, suspension, forfeiture of matches and/or loss of seeds for future 
competitions. 
  
12.2. Club Documentation 
 
The following section is a guide to documentation that should be maintained at all times from the 
start of the competitive season by a responsible club official. This documentation should be made 
available upon demand and/or prior to registration for LAU championships, TU championships 
and USA Rugby Championship Events or any match that in any way leads to a USA Rugby 
National Championship.   
 

a) Collegiate Club Documentation:   
1. Collegiate Club Eligibility Form (signed by the TU and LAU Representative 

verifying good standing)  
2. Collegiate Player Eligibility Form (signed and sealed by College or University 

Registrar AND Club Sports or Athletic Department official) 
3. Proof of current Club CIPP Registration (printout) 

 
b) High School Club Documentation: 

1. High School Club Eligibility Form (signed by the TU and LAU Representative 
verifying good standing) 

2. USA Rugby High School Player Eligibility Form (signed and sealed by High School 
Registrar) 

3. Proof of current Club CIPP Registration (printout) 
 

c) Senior Club Documentation:  
1. Proof of current Club CIPP Registration (printout) 

 

http://www.usarugby.org/
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12.3. Player Documentation  
 
The following section is a guide to documentation that should be maintained at all times from the 
start of the Competitive Season by a responsible club official. This documentation should be made 
available upon demand and/or prior to registration for LAU championships, TU championships 
and USA Rugby Championship Events or any match that in any way leads to a USA Rugby 
National Championship.  A player may be required to submit documentation to prove as needed 
(a) identity, (b) citizenship status and /or qualification as a resident (as opposed to a non-resident), 
and (c) CIPP enrollment. Players unable to provide appropriate documentation will be assigned 
non-resident status for purposes of eligibility.  Acceptable documentation includes: 
 

(a) Proof of Identification can be verified with: 
1. Current government issued photo identification. 
2. Official school ID for students. 

 
(b) Proof of Citizenship can be verified with: 

1. Original or copy of U.S. birth certificate OR 
2. Original or copy of photo page of U.S. passport OR  
3. Original or certified copy of Permanent (Green Card) or Conditional Permanent 

Resident Alien documentation (Conditional Green Card, INS ‘A’ Number issued and 
stamped in passport) AND Copy of Permanent or Conditional Permanent Resident 
Alien documentation for retention at registration.  Note: Documentation (i.e. letters of 
application) in reference to the pursuit of permanent or conditional resident status in 
order to facilitate a player's participation in the competition is NOT sufficient. 

 
(c) Proof of current CIPP enrollment can be verified with: 

1. Printout from USA Rugby Website 

Lindsay
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12.6. Waivers 
 
Request for exemption from these Eligibility Regulations must be in writing and received by the 
USA Rugby Eligibility Committee at least 15 days prior to any match for which the player is 
requesting an exemption. The USA Rugby Eligibility Committee will have ten days from the date 
of receipt of all relevant documentation to respond to the applicant.  Individuals seeking waiver 
requests should consider that the Eligibility Committee is comprised of volunteers who are not 
employed by USA Rugby and are not in the National Office so time is needed for the National 
Office staff to assemble the information and disperse to the committee members to address each 
waiver. 
 
All requests must be sent in writing to the following address:  

USA Rugby  
Attn: Eligibility Committee  
1033 Walnut Street, Suite 200  
Boulder, CO 80302  
Fax: 303-302-0239 

 
The following are exemptions often granted upon careful review of proper documentation by the 
USA Rugby Eligibility Committee:  
 
Under-18 -- Any player under 18 who desires to play in men’s or women’s senior level 
competition may seek a waiver from the Eligibility Committee based on the following provisions:  

a) A statement from the applicant describing the reason for senior level play; AND  
b) A signed statement from the participants parent or guardian certifying their approval 

(waiver and release); AND  
c) A statement from their current or proposed certified USA Rugby coach stating his/her 

perspective of the participant’s ability to perform at the senior level of play.  
 
Collegiate -- A participant in collegiate club rugby may apply to the USA Rugby Eligibility 
Committee to have the five (5) year eligibility period extended; total extension(s) of eligibility may 
not exceed two (2) years. Players must apply annually for this exemption. The following list 
indicates possible circumstances that might warrant an eligibility extension:  

a) Active military service recognized  
b) Official church service  
c) In the case of female athletes, pregnancy 

 
Required Additional Waiver Request Documentation: 
 
Individual circumstances should be thoroughly explained and documented on the “Eligibility 
Waiver Request Form” with the following attachments:  

a) Proof of date(s) of enrollment in college or university, i.e. school transcripts  
b) Any and all applicable medical documentation 
c) Any and all applicable military documentation showing dates of deployment and 

service 
d) Any and all applicable documentation of official church service 
e) Any and all other documentation relevant to the specific waiver request 

Lindsay
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DUAL ROLE REGISTRATION FORM
1033 Walnut Street, Suite 200 

Boulder, CO, 80302 
p. 303-539-0300 x106 or x105 

f. 303-539-0311 or 303-302-0239 
www.usarugby.org 

 
If you are already registered and need to be registered for another club (as a coach, 

referee, or player) please complete this form and submit it to USA Rugby. 
 

Only submit AFTER you have first registered online for your primary club!! 
 
Full Name: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Birth Date: ____/____/________  CIPP Number:________________________ 
 
If you have questions, please contact me by: 
 

q Phone  ____________________________________________________________ 
 

q Email  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
I am currently registered for: ________________________________________________ 
As a ___________________ 
(player, coach, referee, administrator) 
 
 
 
I also need to be registered with: _____________________________________________ 
As a ____________________ 
(player, coach, referee, administrator) 
 
I also need to be registered with: _____________________________________________ 
As a ____________________ 
(player, coach, referee, administrator) 
 
I also need to be registered with: _____________________________________________ 
As a ____________________ 
(player, coach, referee, administrator) 
 
 

Please allow up to 2-3 business days for processing. 
 

THIS IS NOT A USA RUGBY REGISTRATION!   
To register for CIPP, please visit www.usarugby.org. 



 

Prepared by USA Rugby Membership Relations for Youth Conference on the Game 
December 8-10, 2006 

Visit https://register.usarugby.org for additional information! 

 
Coach Background Check Information Privacy Statement  

Thank you for submitting your USA Rugby Coach Enrollment Form.  Your privacy is 
important to us. To better protect your privacy, we provide this notice explaining our 
information processing, storing, and sharing practices, as well as the reasons behind collecting 
this information. We also recommend that you read and understand the complete Coaches 
Background Check Policy. 

Beginning January 1, 2004, USA Rugby requires all Youth, High School and Collegiate 
Coaches to be CIPP registered.  To be CIPP registered as a Youth, High School or Collegiate 
Coach, the applicant must consent to, and pass, the USA Rugby Background Screening 
Program.   

All Youth, High School and Collegiate coaches must fill out a separate Coach Enrollment 
Form (paper or online) and consent to a background screening process.  Some coaches have 
expressed initial concern over the inclusion of a Social Security Number (SSN) on the Youth, 
High School and Collegiate Coach Enrollment Form.  A primary concern is whether the 
collection of the SSN by USA Rugby will put Youth, High School and Collegiate Coaches at an 
increased risk of identity theft. In response to these concerns, please consider the following 
regarding the USA Rugby decision to require the SSN on all USA Rugby Youth, High School 
and College Coach Enrollment Forms. 

A. What information is collected?  

The Coach Enrollment Application form and online application asks for the following 
personal information: Social Security Number and Driver’s License Information.  You are also 
required to read the Disclosure Statement and indicate whether those statements apply to 
you.   

B. Why is this personal information necessary?   

Extensive research, including consultation with experts and professionals at other 
organizations have informed us that the risk to minors can be reduced significantly when we 
require a SSN and driver’s license number and institute a solid background screening 
program. In fact, professional companies that conduct background checks indicate that, 
without this detailed information, the accuracy of their reports could be diminished 
substantially. Therefore, USA Rugby does require the SSN and driver’s license number from 
Youth, High School and Collegiate Coaches to reduce the risk to minors. 
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C. How will USA Rugby secure my personal information? 

USA Rugby’s policy is to respect and protect the privacy of our coaches and other members.  
Admittedly, even the best devices and protocols cannot eliminate entirely the threat of 
identity theft. However, our organization has made a commitment to institute positive 
policies to reduce the risks of all involved.  USA Rugby has taken steps to ensure that 
personally identifiable information collected is secure, including limiting the number of 
people who have access to this information and safeguards against unauthorized access.   

If, at any time, a security breach occurs or is suspected, USA Rugby is required by law to 
immediately notify all appropriate law enforcement authorities (local, state and federal), 
credit bureaus, as well as the individual(s) involved.   

D. What risk do USA Rugby coaches face in submitting the SSN?   

According to many expert and government sources, there are many ways to obtain someone's 
SSN or otherwise engage in identity theft. It is unlikely that giving the SSN to USA Rugby will 
materially increase that risk. Therefore, while identity theft is a real risk, and one that must be 
acknowledged and minimized wherever possible, we do not believe that supplying the SSN 
to USA Rugby materially increases the risk our coaches otherwise may face regarding identity 
theft. 

E. What risk do USA Rugby players face?   

Recent exposure in the media has established that youth sports generally present an enticing 
target for predators. It is understood by experts and sport administrators that having clear 
policies in place can deter potential predators from applying as coaches and volunteers for 
youth sports organizations, including USA Rugby. It seems quite clear that youth sports 
participants in the United States, including those who choose to participate in USA Rugby, are 
at increased risk and would remain at such risk without a procedure such as the USA Rugby 
Background Screening Program to address and reduce that risk as much as reasonably 
possible. Overall, it is our aim to ensure that Youth, High School and Collegiate players are 
exposed to a safe and positive environment that is free from harmful influences and abusive 
behavior of any kind. 

F. How do we measure and compare these risks?   

While we cannot predict the number of cases of identity theft that collection of the SSN could 
potentially enable, if any, compared to how many cases of child molestation or abuse USA 
Rugby may prevent by doing so, we can identify a significant difference in the comparative 
magnitude of the consequences. Identity theft can be detected by running a personal credit 
check every year and corrected by following certain steps. Certainly, this can be a 
considerable inconvenience.  And, while the most severe cases of identity theft may take 
longer to correct, they ultimately are correctable and good credit ultimately can be recovered. 
The same cannot be said for the child who becomes a victim of molestation or abuse.  For the 
child who falls victim to such abuse, there is no cure.  When faced with this decision, USA 
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Rugby has chosen to take all reasonable steps to ensure a safe, positive environment for our 
Youth, High School and Collegiate players.   

G. What if a Youth, High School or Collegiate Coach does not want to provide the SSN and 
consent to a Background Screen?  

The individual would not be CIPP registered as a Youth, High School or Collegiate Coach.  
Each Youth, High School and Collegiate team is required to have a CIPP registered coach.  
USA Rugby will not accept a Youth, High School or Collegiate Coach application from anyone 
refusing to fully cooperate with the process, including supplying the SSN. Perhaps this will 
discourage some coaches, but it unquestionably lowers the risk that our players otherwise 
would face. We remain convinced that USA Rugby must put child protection ahead of the 
risk, if any, to a Youth, High School or Collegiate Coach from supplying the SSN. 

H. My job requires me to be background checked -- will that suffice for USA Rugby? 

No, we cannot accept a previous background check because we have no way of verifying 
what national or local criminal records and other registered databases were included in the 
check conducted by your employer or other organization. Although it may be a very thorough 
process for a medical board or law enforcement, we would in turn have to verify with your 
employer and we do not have the staff or resources to do so in each individual case.  You are 
required to complete the entire Coach Enrollment application form or online application, 
including the personal information listed above and consent to a background check. 

This Q&A was prepared with assistance from the American Youth Soccer Organization.  
Additional detailed information on identity theft and your rights under the Fair Credit 
Reporting Act (FCRA) can be found at (http://www.ftc.gov). If you have further questions or 
concerns regarding these issues, please contact the USA Rugby National Office. 



 
 

Frequently asked Questions and Answers about 
Club Liability Insurance Coverage 

 
Q: How do I get the USA Rugby liability insurance coverage? 
A: The liability insurance coverage is automatic for clubs and members that 
are actively CIPP enrolled with USA Rugby and abiding by all USA Rugby policies 
and procedures.  All members of the club, to include players, coaches and 
administrators should be registered, and the club itself must have an active 
registration with USA Rugby.   
 
Q: Who is covered on this liability insurance? 
A: The named insured is USA Rugby and all of its territorial, local area 
unions, CIPP registered clubs and registered members, coaches, referees, 
volunteers, committee members and administrators.  The CIPP policy provides 
3rd party liability insurance, otherwise defined as defense against lawsuits 
resulting from claims of negligence arising out of an accidental bodily injury 
and/or property damage while an insured is acting within the scope of their 
responsibilities on behalf of USA Rugby during a sanctioned USA Rugby event.  
It covers you if you hurt someone else while playing rugby, such as a spectator 
or visitor and it covers any incidental (but excludes intentional) property 
damage caused by you or your club during an event.  It does not cover player 
versus player injuries.  Vandalism to property would be considered an 
“intentional act” and therefore not covered under the policy. 
 
Q:  How does this benefit my club and me?  
A:  The benefit may not be easily apparent to everyone.  What members 
should understand is that the owners/operators of most all fields and facilities 
will require a large liability insurance policy such as this to even allow a club 
access.  Without such a policy in place, most Parks & Recreation Departments 
and other public fields and facilities, including meeting spaces, would be off-
limits for use.  Independent insurance would be very difficult to obtain, as 
insurance underwriters are generally unwilling to write coverage for stand 
alone rugby operations.  Most clubs are dependent at some point in the season 
on public facilities, even if their home pitch is on school grounds and already 
covered.   
 
Q: As a coach, am I covered for any liability in the case of an injury to 
a player on my club, or to an opposing club player?   
A: The coverage provides legal defense should a coach be sued by a player 
in event of a player injury.  Coaches are insured under the General Liability 
policy.   
 



 
 

Q: As a referee, am I covered for any liability in the case of an injury to 
a player on either club in a match I am officiating?  What about a referee 
assignor or other administrator who has responsibility for match officials, 
etc.? 
A: The coverage provides legal defense should a referee or administrator be 
sued by a player in event of a player injury.  Referees/Officials are insured 
under the General Liability policy. 
 
Q: What are the ramifications if I decide not to CIPP register my club 
and it’s players?   
A:  If a club decides not to CIPP register, then they do not have any 
insurance through USA Rugby.  It will be difficult or impossible for a facility to 
allow you to hold a competition or practice, as they generally require proof of 
insurance.  Additionally, the individual members of the club can be held 
personally liable for any damage to the field for injuries players may sustain as 
a result of their participation. 
 
Q:  What if my club is registered, but I find out the opposing club or its 
players are not?   
A:  USA Rugby advises you not to compete in any match against non-CIPP 
registered opponents.  You should notify your Local Area and Territorial Union 
officials and contact the Club official to find out why they are not registered.  
If the LAU or TU do not support your decision not to play the match, you should 
contact the USA Rugby National Office.  If you play the match and the 
opposing club is not CIPP registered, you could forfeit coverage for your 
club.   
 
Q:  How do I know if the opposing club and its players are CIPP 
registered, and how do I check on my own club.  
A:  The USA Rugby website www.usarugby.org has a section dedicated to 
membership.  You can search for clubs and their rosters on the site under “Club 
Rosters”.  You should print out the CIPP roster from the website and take it 
with you to the field to check against the other club’s match roster.  If any 
players do not appear on the CIPP registered list, they should not play without 
further documentation.  If any of your own players fail to appear, you can 
register them instantly online.  
 
Q: If I’m injured while playing rugby, can I file a claim with this 
insurance to pay my medical bills? 
A: No.  This is not a medical insurance policy.  This is not an excess medical 
policy.  When you enroll in the CIPP program, you are required to have at least 
$100,000 medical coverage already in place and your membership application 
shows this requirement as a warranty (see waiver at 



 
 

https://register.usarugby.org ).The CIPP policy provides 3rd party liability 
insurance.  Its coverage is very similar to liability insurance coverage for your 
automobile.  It covers you if you hurt someone else while playing rugby, such as 
a spectator or visitor and it covers any incidental (but not intentional) 
property damage caused by you or your club during an event.  It does not cover 
player versus player injuries.   
 
Q: What if someone causes an injury while playing for a USA Rugby 
enrolled club, but is not CIPP registered themselves?  Will the club’s 
insurance cover them even if it is a USA Rugby sanctioned event? 
A: No.  Liability insurance coverage is limited to only those persons who are 
enrolled in USA Rugby CIPP. 
 
Q: What are the limits and liabilities on this policy? 
A: The primary General Liability policy is written on an occurrence basis 
with the following limits: 
 
Each Occurrence:   $1,000,000 
Aggregate per event:  $3,000,000 
Participant Legal Liability:  $1,000,000 
Personal Injury:   $1,000,000 
Fire Legal Liability:   $   300,000 
Medical Payments:   NONE-EXCLUDED FROM COVERAGE 
 
The Excess Liability policy is written on an occurrence basis with the following 
limits: 
 
Each Occurrence:   $2,000,000 
Annual Aggregate:   $2,000,000 
 
This policy is “following form” which means it provides excess limits to the 
terms, conditions and exclusions of the primary General Liability 
ADDITONAL EXCLUSIONS MAY APPLY  
 
PLEASE NOTE: USA RUGBY INCREASED THESE COVERAGE LIMITS EFFECTIVE 
FEBRUARY 1, 2006.  THIS IS PART OF AN ONGOING EFFORT TO PROVIDE 
BETTER AND MORE COMPREHENSIVE LIABILITY COVERAGE TO MEMBER 
CLUBS AND INDIVIDUALS. 
 
Q: Can these limits change? 
A: We are always willing to help your club anyway we can. Please contact 
the National Office if you need to request alterations to this policy. However, 



 
 

depending on the adjustments needed it will most likely be an additional cost 
to your club. 
 
Q: How much does this coverage cost? 
A: The cost is included with your CIPP enrollment fee at no additional cost 
to you or your club. We offer up to five certificates per club; any certificates 
beyond these five will cost $25.00 per certificate payable to USA rugby. 
 
Q: How many CIPP registered members do I need to have on my club to 
qualify for this coverage?   
A: Insured parties include registered clubs and their registered members, 
registered coaches and registered officials, but only if the registered club has 
15 registered members and event or practice or competition is sanctioned 
with USA Rugby.  The coverage also extends to volunteers of USA Rugby while 
acting within the scope of their direct responsibilities on behalf of USA Rugby.  
Clubs MUST have 15 registered players. 
(If you need the certificate before you are able to enroll 15 members i.e. to 
secure a field for a tryout or fundraiser, please contact the National Office.) 
 
Please Note: 
It is very important that you get your certificate requests submitted in a timely 
manner, so that we can be assured enough time to get your certificates to their 
holders in time for any given event.  It takes time to verify compliance and 
pass information on to our processor where they, in turn, issue the certificates. 
 
Please allow 3 to 4 weeks to process these certificates! 
 



   USA Rugby 
Please Complete and Fax, Mail or E-mail to: 

INSURANCE REQUEST
USA Rugby 

              1033 Walnut St. Ste 200 Boulder, CO 80302 
Fax: (303) 539-0311  
Email: ltiernan@usarugby.org 
 

Please Write Legibly 
State:        Date Needed By:     

Official Club Name:          

Address:           
  Street Address   City  State  Zip
Contact Name:          

Phone: ( __  )        Fax: ( __ )       ____Email:     

Does Your Club Require a Certificate of Insurance? Yes   No  

USA Rugby Authorized Signature:        

Please attach to this form a list of all scheduled tournaments to be organized and/or
by your club, and a list of facilities (names and addresses) to be used for practices o
tournaments by your club. 
 
Certificate Holder: 
 
Name:                                   Attn:      

Email:                                   Address:      

City___________________    State____    Zip__________ 
Additional insured? Yes    No  
Reason For Certificate:  Field Owner   Sponsor   Tournament   Other 
         Other:        
Special Instructions, Wording or Endorsements: 
           

           

           

Certificate Holder: 
 
Name:                _____Attn:     ___ Email:  
Address:           
   Street Address   City  State  Zip
Additional insured? Yes    No  
Reason For Certificate:  Field Owner   Sponsor   Tournament   Other 
         Other:        
Special Instructions, Wording or Endorsements: 
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____  
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